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� Baby needs (baby food, formula and diapers)
� Batteries
� Battery-operated AM/FM radio
� Books and toys for children
� Bottled water in plastic containers

(1 gallon per person per day)
� Camera and film
� Canned juices, milk, soup
� Cash
� Change of clothes and footwear
� Disposable plates and eating utensils
� Dry and canned foods with can opener
� Fire extinguisher
� First aid kit
� Flashlights
� Fuel in car
� Important papers (home inventory, bank account numbers)

� Important phone numbers
� Insect repellent
� Masking/duct tape
� Matches in waterproof container
� Medications (prescriptions, vitamins and pain medications)

� Pet food and supplies
� Plastic sheeting and trash bags
� Plywood pre-measured and cut to fit windows
� Resealable plastic bags to waterproof valuables
� Sleeping bags, blankets and pillows
� Soap and toiletries
� Tarps (heavy duty plastic or canvas)
� Tools, including hammer and nails

Making 
Your

Kit
Disaster supply kit checklist
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Cape Coral officials are urging residents to be prepared, to
plan ahead and to be aware of forecasts and predictions as
the 2010 hurricane season nears.

The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 through
November 30 every year. Predictions for this year suggest an
average season for storm activity with 15 named storms. Eight
are predicted as being hurricanes and four are categorized as
major or intense, which means a Category 3 storm or higher.

Fire Chief Bill Van Helden noted that planning ahead can
make a difference.

“Going through Hurricanes Charley and Wilma, we found
that those people who were better prepared for the hurri-
canes did much better through the event than those who did
not,” he said.

According to officials, tropical storm systems can involve
extremely high winds, massive amounts of rain and the possi-
bility of tornadoes. One of the deadlier aspects of a hurri-
cane is storm surge, or a massive wall of water that makes
landfall. A good part of the city is susceptible to storm surge.

Van Helden explained that the area south of Veterans
Parkway and east of Del Prado Boulevard is the most suscep-
tible to storm surge.

“If your finished floor elevation is nine feet or less, then
you really need to pay attention any time that we have a
potential hurricane,” he said.

Residents are urged to know the elevation of their resi-
dence and learn the evacuation routes out of the city.
Evacuations are typically called by either the state or the
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